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To the Members: 


The enclosed sheet contains three 
items which require your immediate attention: 


1) Ina brief statement, please describe 
the most important curriculum projects 
in which you engaged since January 1931. 
The combined statements will be mailed 
to you in advance of the February meet- 
ing in order to give you a chance to 
look up the man who has kindred problems. 


2) Will you vote for three members of the 
executive committee whose terms expire 
this year? 


3) Write the names of persons whom you wish 
to propose for membership, using this 
farm: John Q, Adams, University of 
California, Berkeley, Cal. Consultant 
to the Santa Barbara Schools and author 
of articles on curriculum making. 
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Program of the February Meeting. 


The progran of the February meeting is substantially the same as that 
sent to you in the Bulletin of December 1, 1931. The joint meeting with the 
public school division will be devoted to the discussion of "The Relation of the 
Curriculum to the Present Economic Crisis." The principal speakers thus far are 
Mr, Leverett Lyon of the Brookings Institution, and Mr, Harold F, Clark of Columbia 
Uni versi ty. The afternoon meeting will have for its theme "Current Problems in 
Curriculum Making." The speakers include Messrs. W. EF, Peik, J, L. Meriam, 

C. C. Peters, Edgar Dale, L, T. Hopkins, 0. G. Brim, and A. K, Loomis. About the 
middie of Februery you will receive a final and exact program of the meetings. 


The Nature of the February Meetings. 
The February meetings will be in the mture of round tables, The speak-~ 


ers' table will be occupied by the speakers and by about ten members of the round 
table selectod in advance. Papers will be limited to twelve minutes. After the 
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last paper the meeting will be open for general discussion. The members of the 
round table will naturally take a leading part in the discussion. The members of 
the audience and the speakers will be free to enter into the discussion at any 
point. It is hoped thet the chairman of the meeting will summarize the discussion 
at the end, 


The Final Bulletin before the February Meeting. 


The final Bulletin which will be sent out about the middle of February 
will contain 1) a finencial report, 2) a report of the chairman of the executive 
committec, 3) the final program of the February meetings, and 4) statement of the 
current projects of the members. 


The Status of the Society's Bulletin on 
Units of Work. 


At this writing the wnits of work which have been submitted by public and 
private schools from all parts of the United States, are in the hands of the editor- 
ial committee. Approximately 80 units were miled to the members of the editorial 
committee. On January 10th the selection of units to be included in the Bulletin 
should be complicte, The selected units will go out to the critics promptly. 


A Reaction to a Recent "Survey of Curriculum Activities 
of City and State School Systems" 


"And Dre Dewey is no less correct when he asserts that though our educa- 
tion grows tit expands (and improves) only by piecemeal additions.’ A recent mail 
brought to the writer < fourteen pege "Survey of Curriculum Activities of City and 
State School Systems,' summarizing reports from more than one hundred city and 
state agencics of constructive work in public school education. Growth, or at 
least change, is much in cvidence in these cnthusiastic rcports ~ but, in Dr. 
Dewey's words, it is growth due to 'specific pressure exerted here and there,' and 
one searches the survey in vain for evidence of any critical study of the more 
basic valucs to be sought through applicction of the 'educctional plans and speci- 
fications’ which curricula surely cre if they ore anything. *Opportunism is in 
the saddle and rides our cducators,’ clearly. And, sad to confess, in the rich 
soils and jungle growths of American wealth, ambitions, cconomic specializations, 
expansions of political controls, wealth-getting preoccupations, and popular 
philosophics, opportunism too frequently boars malodorous fruits in a thousand 
faddisms, cotcric-fostered panaceas, exploitive charlatanrics and even state-wide 
corruptions." David Snedden. From SCHOOL AND SOCIETY, December 5, 1931, p.746. 


Particularizing Education, 


Snedden, David ~ School Educations : Sociological Sources and Values. Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1950, 187 pages. 


This volume is one of several appearing in rapid succession in which 
Professor Snedden is sctting forth his educational doctrines, The use of the 
plural form, educetions, suggests pretty accurately the general character of the 
volume horé reviewed, as well as of thc other volumos. The author has no paticnce 
with vague, general educational concepts; thcy mst be particularized. Whon perti~ 
cularized they can be challenged and the real values sifted out. Some chapter 
headings af the book are: Curricule as Plans ami Specifications for Educative 
Processes; Growths, Naturalistic ami Purposed; Basic Factors or Sources of Eudemic 
Well-Beings The Primary amd Residual Loarnings Expected from Schools; Distinction 
Between Proximte and Deferred Functionings; ctc. The reviewer likes the departure 
from his custom that the author makes in this book by devoting more af his space to 
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categorical statements of his beclicfs and somewhat less to questions; The volume 
is packed with stimlating and important ideas. In fact the denger is that its 
very wealth of idexs may prevent its getting the extensive hearing, and having the 
influence, it should hz.ve; for these mke it far too heavy going for a casual 
reader. Chas. C. Pcters. 


A Reply to Mr. Cox. 


Cox's position scems to me very weak. Surcly in the philosophy of educa- 
tion, which has growth as m important factor, we could not conceive of a person 
merecly momorizing the answers to a scrics of questions or being content with that 
sort of thing. The point is that we mst act on the best knowledge that we have 
today, and we cannot postpone that action, A contimiing curiosity about the de- 
sirability of that action or the scientific validity of the answer given to a 
question is, of course, very desireble, But to csswume that education is complete 
as long as one is curious about samething is, it seems to me, indefensible. 

Cox says, “What he knows on any given day or dete is not important." This 
again is extravagant. It is exceedingly important that I know today whether it is 
desirable to vaccinate Dorothy, or to see that she has toxin-anti~toxin injections; 
to know Quite specifically what the Kellogg Pact is; to kmov whether the consumer 
always pays the tax; to knoav how to find out ocbout standards for buying goods; to 
know these standards, and so on. If Cox mecns to imply that educetion is never a 
closed book, that's another metter, but he certainly hasn't phrased it thct way; 
instead he has mide desire to learn the whole thing and has placed no emphasis at 
all, and has even excluded, facts that one does learn. Edger Dale. 


News Notes. 


In a bulletin dated Jameary, 1932, the Virginia State Board of Education 
announces a three-year progran of curriculum revision. Mr. H. L. Caswell is to be 
the curriculum adviser. "The program will progress through three phases ar steps 
extended over a prriod of three years. The first year will be utilized as a 
period for education and oricntation. During this period, the purposes, values, 
ond procedures of the curriculum program will be studicd and discussed by -1l class- 
room teachers, superintcndents, and supervisors throughout the State. The second 
year will be devoted to curriculum production, The third year will be used as a 
period of trial when the matcrials, the subject mtter, ond the sctivitics embodied 
in the now courses of study will be tested in a sampling of school centers for the 
purposes of making intclligent and necessary revision before the courses are dis- 
tributed for general usc." 


This bulletin which was prepared by lir. Caswell is « study course cm- 
sisting of sevon topics for those participating in the Virginic Curriculum Revision 
Program. Each topic includes: 1) on introductory statcment, 2) questions for dis- 
cussion, 3) refercnces. 


Under datc of Novanber 1, 1931, the Florids Department of Public Instruc- 
tion has issued a bulletin outlining the gmeral plans and orgenization of the 
Florida Program of Curriculum Revision. Mr. H. L. Caswell ond Mr, Doak S, Campbell 
arc the general consultants. The mlletin includes a statament of fundamentcl 
principles; general objectives of cach subject; suggested procedure for production 
committees, and the form for production committce reports. 


Miss Florence B, Stratomeyer is curriculum consultant for the schools of 
Rock Hill, S. C. 





a. 


The Minnecpolis Curriculum Department af which Miss Prudence Cutright is 
the head, publishes an cccount of its currmt activities ina bulletin entitled, 
"Toaching the Fundamentals in Minnecpolis.'' The procedure in developing courscs 
of study is described cand the orgmization of personnel for curriculum coistruction 
is sct forth ino chart. The cetivitics of the department which are rcported in- 
clude surveys of the obility of pupils in various subjccts, the development of 
curriculum tests, studics of grade plecoment, of beginning reading ond arithmetic, 
ond the production of nev courscs of study in scvercal subjects. 


Mr. H. Be Bruner hos orrenged for prectice in curriculum mocking for his 
students in comection with curriculum revision in progress <% Pottstown and 
Pottsvillc, Penna., ond Allegany County, Moryland. 





Name 


Please return promptly to Henry Harap, Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


le Report of curriculum projects since January 1931: 


2- Please check -ive nemes for the executive comnittee. The following are held 


over; Ernest Horn, 1934; Herbert Bruner, 1934; Henry Harap, 1935, Earle Rugg, 
1933; 


Alexander, Thomas Devis, C. 0. Hughes, J. M. Roemer, Joseph 

Armentrout, W. D. Donovan, H. L. Kirby, Thomas J. Schorling, R. S. 
Bagley, W. C. Douglass, Harl R. Koos, Le V. Selvidge, R. W. 
Bobbitt, Franklin Draper, Edgar M. Kyte, C. C. Smith, 0. 

Bode, Be He Eisenberg, I. Le Lomax, Paul Se_ Snedden, David 


Briggs, T. H. Engelhardt, Fred Loomis, A. K. Stormzand, M. J. 
Brim, O, G. Everett, Samel Lull, H. Ge Stratemeyer, F. B. 
Brueckner, Le Je Frost, Norman Lyman, R. Le Tippett, J. S. 
Carmichael, A. Max Germane, C. E. Lynch, Katherine D. Tireman, L. S. 
Caswell, He. L. Gray, W. S. McBroom, Maude Tyler, I.Keith 
Charters, W. W. Greene, Harry A. ifendenhall, Jas.eE. Tyler, Ralph 
Cocking, W. D. Goodykoontz, Bess Monroe, \’, S, Uhl, VW. Le 
Collings, Ellsw@th Gould, George Newlon, Jesse H. Waples, Douglas 
Counts, George S. Hanna, Paul R. Oppenheimer, J.J. Weersing, F. J. 
Courtis, S. A. Harris, Pickens E, O*Recr, M. A. Whitney, F. L. 
Cox, P.W.L. Herriott, M. E. Peik, . E. Williams, L. A. 
Craig, Gerald S. Hockett, John A. Phelps, Shelton Wilson, G. li. 
Curtis, F. D. Hopkins, L. T. Peters, C. Ce Woody, Clifford 
Dale, Edgar Hudelson, Earl Raths, Louis E, 


Here write the names of candidates for manbership (instructors in curriculum 
making; special or general consultants in public or private school programs 
of curriculum revision; investigator or author in curriculum making): 





